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traitor, and was received at the Russian Court with
the utmost honours. Epistles, drawn up by the clergy
in the most servile teims, were despatched to Catherine
by both principalities, and from 1770 to 17/4, they
experienced a Russian occupation.

Catherine had promised the native deputations that
their countries should enjoy their ancient customs and
have complete management of their internal affairs.
Moldavia desired to be governed by twelve tnn'cinfs,
elected for three years. Wallachia professed to wish
for complete incorporation with the Russian Empire.
But the people groaned under the necessity of pro-
viding quarters and provisions for the Russian arm}'
during the war, and discovered that their protectors
were as difficult to satisfy as the Turks. The Empress
was not able to annex the principalities definitely to
her dominions. Austria had become restive at the
great expansion of Russia and the jealousy between
the two great Powers had already begun to show
itself in their dealings with the Christiana of Turkey.
It was solely in order to pacify Austrian fears that
Russia, by the famous treaty of Kutchuk-Kainardji in
1774, restored Moldavia and Wallachia to the Sultan
on conditions which were very favourable to the in-
habitants. The Sultan pledged himself to grant an
amnesty to all who had taken sides against him in the
late war; to allow full religious liberty ; to restore the
lands of the monasteries; to levy no taxes for two
years, in consideration of the ravages of the con-
tending armies; to impose moderate and regular
taxes at the close of that period ; and to receive two
Greek Christians as the accredited agents of the